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CALIBAN SPEAKS: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON RECENTRING INDIGENOUS THOUGHT IN 

THE AGE OF DECOLONIALISM AND TECHNOLOGY 

Allama Iqbal Auditorium 

Faisal Mosque Campus 

International Islamic University Islamabad 

DAY 1: TUESDAY, 5 MAY 20261 

Time Format Room Session Details 

9:30 

am – 

10:00 

am  

Registration Registration Desk 

outside 

Allama Iqbal 

Auditorium 

Presenters and participants register at their respective desks.  

 

10:00 

am-

11:00 

am 

Opening 

Ceremony 

Allama Iqbal 

Auditorium  

(Room 1) 

Chair: Prof. Dr. Ahmed Saad Alahmed, President/Acting Rector, IIUI 

Chief Guest: Prof. Dr. Najeeba Arif, Chairperson, Pakistan Academy of 

Letters 

11:00 

-

11:15 

Break Tea Break 

11:15 

am -

12:15 

pm 

Keynote 1 Allama Iqbal 

Auditorium  

(Room 1) 

Decolonize? A Propaganda 

Dr. Sayan Dey (Bayan College, Oman) 

 

12:15 

pm -

1:15 

pm 

Keynote 2 Allama Iqbal 

Auditorium  

(Room 1) 

Islamic Fantasy and Decoloniality  

Prof. Dr. Aroosa Kanwal (QAU) 

1:15 - 

2:15 

Break Lunch & Prayer Break 

Parallel Academic Sessions 1 

Time Format Room 1 (Auditorium) Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 

2:15 

pm - 

3:30 

pm 

Presentations 

 

Uncanonising the Canon: 

Literary Disruptions and 

Decolonial Revisions 

 

Session Chair: Prof. Dr. 

Safeer Awan 

Indigenous 

Epistemologies: Memory, 

Body, and Cultural 

Resistance 

 

 

Session Chair:  

Dr. Sibghatullah Khan 

Language, Power, 

and Decolonial 

Discourse 

 

 

Session Chair:  

Dr. Rizwan Aftab 

Islamic-Decolonial 

Synergies and 

Knowledge 

Systems 

 

Session Chair: 

Dr. Abid Masood 

3:30 

pm - 

4:30 

pm 

Panel Topic:  

Why Can’t We Be Decolonial? Obstacles and Opportunities 

Panelists: 

Dr. Maria Sultan, Chairperson and President of the South Asian Strategic Stability 

Institute (SASSI) 

 
1 *All times are Pakistan Standard Time.   

Contact: calibanspeaks@iiu.edu.pk  
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Dr. Shahzeb Khan, Associate Professor, Institute of English Studies, University of the 

Punjab 

Dr. Abid Masood (Assistant Professor, Department of English, Faculty of Languages and 

Literature 

Dr. Husnul Amin, Professor and Director National Institute of Pakistan Studies Quaid-i-

Azam University Islamabad 

Chair / Lead:  

Dr. Asma Mansoor 

*CURATED PARALLEL SESSIONS 1 PLAN 

Day 1 – Parallel Session Block (75 minutes: 2:15 pm – 3:30 pm) 

Day 1 | Room 1 (Allama Iqbal Auditorium) 

Session Title: Uncanonising the Canon: Literary Disruptions and Decolonial Revisions 

SESSION CHAIR: PROF. DR. SAFEER AWAN 

● | Mahrukh Rana | Decentring Canonical Knowledge and Epistemic Authority: A Foucauldian Examination of Power and 

Curriculum in The Other Valley by Scott Alexander Howard  

● | Malik Muhammad Akram Ali | Recasting Indigenous Lifeworlds: Temporal and Technoscientific Reconfigurations in 

Anuk Arudpragadsam’s  A Passage North and Amitav Ghosh’s The Calcutta Chromosome 

● | Dr. Khedidja Chergui | Native Epistemologies, Mythopoeia, and the Decolonization of the Canon in Postcolonial African 

Literature. 

● | Beenish Asmat Ullah | Caliban in Karachi: Hypervisibility and Narrative Resistance in Fatima Bhutto’s “Mangho Pir” 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 1 | Room 2 

Session Title: Indigenous Epistemologies: Memory, Body, and Cultural Resistance 

SESSION CHAIR: DR. SIBGHATULLAH KHAN 

● | Anka Shahid | Revulsion and Agency: The Politics of Body in Parts in Frankenstein in Baghdad 

● | Afaq Amin | Female Body as an Archive: Tracing Epigenetic Echoes and Time Conundrums in Sadia Khatri’s Promise Me, 

O Women 

● | Shoaib Mansoor | Echoes of Cultural Memory and Indigenous Wisdom in the Poetry of Abid Hussain Abid Tamimi 

● | Dr. Shamaila Haleem | Climate Narratives of Native Americans: A Study of Robin Wall Kimmerer’s Braiding Sweetgrass 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 1 | Room 3 

Session Title: Language, Power, and Decolonial Discourse 

SESSION CHAIR: DR. RIZWAN AFTAB 

● | Nukhbah Langah | Promoting Indigenous Knowledge through Digitization and Globalectics Approach: A UCLA project-

based Study of Private Libraries/Collections based within the Siraiki Region in Pakistan 

● | Maria Shah | Language as Resistance: Indigenous Linguistic Memory and Cultural Survival  

● | Kaukab Saba | Decolonizing Communication and Linguistic Justice: A Peace Linguistic Perspective on Employment 

Discourse in Pakistan 

● | Kevin Martens Wong | Osura Semesta: A structured introduction to Kristang Creole-Indigenous ontology, epistemology, 

methodology and axiology 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 1 | Room 4 

Session Title: Islamic-Decolonial Synergies and Knowledge Systems 

SESSION CHAIR: DR. ABID MASOOD 

● | Danyal Khan | Dev, Pari, and Qaf: Al-Ghayb as a Decolonial Trope in Musharraf Ali Farooqi’s Speculative Fiction 

● | Nisar Ali | Entrepreneurship and Emancipation: Rethinking Decolonial Subjectivity in Contemporary Indian Fiction 

● | Daman Khalid | Urdu Aesthetics Beyond the Novel 

● | Raza Naeem | The Maverick Maulana: The Entanglements of Hasrat Mohani 
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DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, 6 MAY 2026 

Time Format Room Session Details 

10:00 

am -

11:00 

am 

Keynote 3 Allama Iqbal Auditorium  Caliban Acts: Amplifying Subaltern Practice  

Dr. Sunny-Boy (Ahmar) Mahboob  

(The University of Sydney) 

 

11:00 

am -

12:00 

Keynote 4  Allama Iqbal Auditorium 

  

The Politics of Racial Epistemologies: Social 

Constructionism and the Problem of Truth  

Dr. Veeran Naicker  

(AVReQ – Centre for the Study of the Afterlife of 

Violence and the Reparative Quest, Stellenbosch 

University) 

 

Parallel Academic Sessions 2 

Time Format Room 1 

(Auditorium) 

Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 

12:00-

1:30 

pm 

Presentations 

 

Postcolonial 

Subjectivities 

and Gendered 

Decolonialities 

Session Chair: 

Dr. Farzana 

Masroor 

Technology, AI, 

and Epistemic 

Violence  

 

 

Session Chair:  

Prof. Dr. Wasima 

Shehzad  

Caliban Reimagined: Literary 

Resistance and Revision  

 

 

 

Session Chair: Dr. Uzma 

Abid Ansari 

Political Discourses and 

Global South 

Perspectives 

 

 

 

Session Chair: Dr. 

Shahzeb Khan  

1:30 

pm - 

2:30 

pm 

Break Lunch Break 

2:30 

pm – 

3:30 

pm  

Panel Topic:  

Decolonising Technologies: Epistemic and Pragmatic Tensions 

 

Panelists:  

Dr. Rashad Ramzan, Professor, Elect. Engineering, Director of ICD lab at EE department, and 

CEO of Pi Invent. 

Dr. Naveed Ikram, Professor, Faculty of Computing, Riphah International University 

Dr. Fauzia Janjua, Dean, Faculty of Languages and Literature, IIUI 

Dr. Muneera Bano, Senior Research Scientist at CSIRO's Data61, Australia 

 

Session Chair:  

Dr. Asma Mansoor  

 

3:30 

pm - 

4:30 

pm 

Closing 

Ceremony 

Chief Guest: Dr. Ahmed Shuja Syed, Vice President, Research & Enterprise, IIUI 

Closing Reflections, Vote of Thanks and Certificate Distribution 
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*CURATED PARALLEL SESSIONS 2 PLAN 

Day 2 – Parallel Session Block (90 minutes: 12 pm – 1:30 pm) 

Day 2 | Room 1 (Allama Iqbal Auditorium) 

Session Title: Postcolonial Subjectivities and Gendered Decolonialities 

SESSION CHAIR: DR. FARZANA MASROOR 

● | Maha Farooq | Powerful Parushni and Subalternized Samar: A Decolonial Feminist Exploration of Gender Dynamics in 

Mustansar Hussain Tarar’s Sorrows of Sarasvati and Pankaj Mishra’s The Romantics 

● | Rabia Atif | Feudal Masculinity as Indigenous Epistemology: A Decolonial Reading of Daniyal Mueenuddin's In Other 

Rooms, Other Wonders  

● | Zainab Nasim | A strange place to be in” A strange place to be in”: Spectral Grief in Javed’s What Remains After a Fire 

● | Saima Yasin | Dwelling in Crisis: Slow Violence and Climate Memory in Rani in Search of a Rainbow 

● | Hajrah Mumtaz | Reinventing ‘indigeneity’ through constructions of post-apocalyptic communities: Pathways towards 

decoloniality 

 

Day 2 | Room 2 

Session Title: Technology, AI, and Epistemic Violence 

SESSION CHAIR: PROF. DR. WASIMA SHEHZAD 

● | Dr. Rehana Gulzar | Reclaiming Voices in the Digital Age: Gamified Mobile Platforms and AI Chatbots for Indigenous 

Language Revitalization 

● | Muhammad Nauman | Reimagining Data Sovereignty in the Age of Algorithms  

● | Muhammad Umer Naseer | Algorithmic Coloniality and Solastalgia: Case Study of GPT induced Solastalgia in 

Engineering Students and Teachers Through a Transdisciplinary Lens 

● | Areesha Murtaza et al. | Artificial intelligence (AI) in the classroom 

● | Zaid Bin Inam | Conceptualizing Epistemic Violence: The Construction of non-Western Discourse in International 

Relations 

● | Timur Khusyainov & Anastasia M. Orlova |Decolonizing the Archive: Re-reading Colonial Postcards  

 

Day 2 | Room 3 

Session Title: Caliban Reimagined: Literary Resistance and Revision 

SESSION CHAIR: DR. UZMA ABID ANSARI 

● | Scott Ennis | Speaking from the Shore: Caliban as Liminal Lens in a Dialogue on Love  

● | Z.I. Mahmud | Brave New Worlds, Broken Spells: Caliban’s Resurgence from Prospero’s Book to Indigenous Cybernetic 

Futures 

● | Mahru Najam | Echoes Across Divided Worlds: Conversational Memory and the Literature of Violence 

● | Faisal Nazir | From Pillar to Post: Secularism, Postcolonialism, Post-Secularism  

● | Raza Naeem | People’s Publishing House 

● | Maria Mushtaq | Postcolonial Imagination in the Contemporary Age: Reflecting on Decolonial Nuances in Aamer 

Hussein’s Short Story “Karima” 

Day 2 | Room 4 

Session Title: Political Discourses and Global South Perspectives 

SESSION CHAIR: DR. SHAHZEB KHAN 

● | Seerat Sardar | Decolonial Thinking in the Digital Economy: A Student Perspective from the Global South 

● | Sujoy Barman | Complexity and Dependency in the Post-colonial Development 

● | Rabia Aamir | Decolonizing Implonialism of Zionist and Hindutva Apologia: An Indigenous Approach to Study some 

Mediatic Laocoöns 

● | Sarah Ahsan | The Politics of Necropolitics: Posthuman Bodies and State Violence in Otared: A Novel 

● | Zahida Younas | Eco-Philanthropy: Reimagining Human–Nature Relations beyond Anthropocentric Ethic 

● | Muhammad Ameer Hamza Qureshi | Coconut Fictions & Re-Orientalism 


